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Abstract—India has changed its pattern towards its journey to 
growth. Change in the strategies of central government has knocked 
several doors of new potentials throughout the world. Recent visit of 
Prime minister to China and America is certainly indicating a 
paradigm shift in Indian Foreign Trade Policy. Country is looking 
for new dimensions and potential in untamed areas.’ 
The Prime Minister’s “Make in India” move is a vibrant 
electrification of countries exploring trade opportunities beyond the 
political boundaries lying in Arabian and African countries. These 
countries certainly having extra potential for economic expansion. 
This paper aims to study the economic growth potential in these 
countries and will develop a model for socio-economic relation in the 
interest of globe in general and country in specific. A growth is 
certainly possible if Indian companies move to these countries with 
special agenda.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

When one Step out of the Kinshasa airport complex the Indian 
visitors are pleased to see a huge hoarding bearing the familiar 
red-and-white signage of Bharti Airtel. Just after few minute 
the road side appearance of Mahindra Scorpios & Tata Motors 
buses gives a pleasant feeling. The sign of Indian companies 
are quite visible in different countries at various places. As 
corporate India slowly wades into Africa, it discovers a 
continent full of opportunity, peril and the Chinese. But Africa 
is a continent of possibilities for all the Indian which are 
looking for new glossary opportunities abroad. From Emami’s 
“Fair & Handsome cream” to Kirloskar pumps are in high 
demand in the continent. This is the new frontier for global 
business and Indian companies are not going to be left behind 
in the gold rush to prime their growth and resources to fire 
their factories. Indian companies, let them be the companies of 
agriculture, telecom, retail, infrastructure, Gems & Jewelers, 
Textile, Chemical or pharmaceuticals, see Africa as the pot of 
gold at the end of the rainbow. 

Vision 2020 provides strategies to the increased the share of 
Africa in country reports pegged at 24% (75 Billion USD) to 
35% by 2020. Economic watch.com 2012 reports that 5 out of 
12 fastest growing countries in the world are from Africa that 
too with a minimum growth rate of 9% . India’s Share will be 
11% in this total growth of Africa . 

India total Export has reached to 2.43 billion. The continent of 
53 countries (soon to be 54 when South Sudan comes into 
existence).African countries-Africa is having a big land. 
Africa’s surface area is more than that of China, US, India and 
15 other countries put together. It is among the biggest 
continent in world with almost 10% population of world. The 
Dark Continent is the home to a billion people and in terms of 
land mass it is the second only to Asia. The geographical map 
is as under- 

 

Africa is a continent which is full of opportunities as the 
market is are virgin and can be easily churn out with little 
efforts. The continent is looking forward to east as west 
already made them poor. History says that once upon a time 
Africa was divided in two parts. The upper part was colonized 
by brititshers and the lower part was coloniseed by the 
frencch. Even till date all the diamond companies are 
controlled French people. So It appears that the West is jealous 
of China & India and they see Africa moving away from their 
sphere of influence. The continent is a black pearl. Africa 
Topped in Terms of :-  

 Economic freedom 
 Governance 
 Growth 
 Vision 

 



15

Fr

Th
Th
by 
sla
nam
yet

2. 

Bu

 



 
10
 
a d
 
su
 
 
GD
 
sp

 
Th
thi

3. 

Af
bri
im
qu
pan

0

rom Roots to la

e Land of the 
he land carries 

west due to ric
aves throughou
mely by Frenc
t to be develop

WHY AFRI

usiness opportu

AFRICA
 Total po
 Pop und
 Adult lit

GDP inc
0th of world aver

Around 
day 

Mobile 
ubscribers:37% 

Pop in u
Collecti

DP(2008)$1.6tri
Combin

pending:$860 bil

he statistics it 
is continent is c

PANCHAM
INDUSTRIA
WITH AFR

frica is on roa
inging about 

mmense potenti
alitative chang
nchamarut (fiv

leath

gems and 
stones

pacakinging &
paper

Print ISSN: 23

and of opport

Legends stand
huge opportun
ch mines and e
ut the world 

ch to British. T
ped.  

ICA? 

unities Africa to

A TODAY 
op: 1 billion 
der 15: 45% 
teracy:62% 
come per capita
rage 
45% living on 

pho

urban areas:40% 
ve 
illion 

ned consum
lion 

self is explan
carrying for the

MRUT PHILO
AL INVESTM

RICA 

ad ahead to ne
quality and 

ial and strengt
ges in the life
ve factor) Philo

chemica
prod

her

& 

Advances in
394-1545; Onl

tunities for inv

ds bordered by
nities as it was 
easy going peo
from Cleopat

The land bears 

oday and tomo

 is 

$1 

ne 

mer 

 A
TOMORRO
 To
billion by m
 12
households 
incomes by 
 Co
will be $1.4
 Co
be $2.6 trilli
 Ar
Africans w
cities by 202
 

natory that how
e investors. 

OSOPHY TO E
MENT OPPOR

ew heights of 
speedy chan

ths. Efforts are
e of a common
osophy : 

al & agro 
ducts

m

con
goods

bev

n Economics a
line ISSN: 239

vestors-  

y sea and Euro
always exploi

ople. African w
tra to maosis 
following sect

orrow- 

FRICA 
OW 
otal pop:1

mid 2025 
28 milli
with discretiona
2020 
onsumer spendi
 trillion by 2020
ollective GDP w
ion by 2020 
round 47% 

will be living 
25 

w much poten

EXPLORE 
RTUNITIES 

f development 
nges. Africa h
e aimed to br
n man with ta

mineral & metal

Textile & 
infrastucture

nsumer 
s, foods & 
verages

 

and Business M
4-1553; Volum

ope. 
ited 

were 
or 

tors 

 

1.4 

ion 
ary 

ing 
0 
will 

of 
in 

ntial 

by 
has 

ring 
ake 

JAN SH
countrie
educatio

1. UR

A big c
africa h
econom
make in
acountr

 Oil
 Cop
 Ura
 Co
 Fer

 
2. GYA
Knowle
Innovat
sets its 
countrie
system.
infrastru

4. JA
AN

Africa 
rest of w
emphas
of wate
world ta
opportu
and irri
the Afri
resource

 Cou
 Per
 Sou

Management (A
me 2, Number 2

HAKTI- the ea
es Powers the
on, healthcare 

RJA SHAKTI-

chunk of that g
has all of it. If

mic need of ene
n india’ so ind
ries for develop

l Fields (Sudan
pper Mines (C
anium (Niger)
al (Mozambiqu
rro-chrome (SA

AN SHAKTI 
edge is Power
tive thoughts w
pace to achie

es of Africa th
 Good oppor
ucture system. 

AL SHAKTI I
ND CONSTRU

is having only
world it is very
sis on harnessin
er. In Africa t
aking care of w

unities in the s
igation. One w
ican countries 
es- 

umbia- 8th in w
ru- 12th in worl
uth Africa  

d
sh

jan 
shakti

AEBM) 
2; January-Ma

asy availability 
e vision with 
and many othe

 

growth comes f
f we look in a
ergy as prime m
dia is having 
pmental needs.

n) 
Congo) 

ue) 
A) 

r in India. Sy
with talent and
eve goals with
here is a need 
rtunities to inv

 

IN FORM OF
UCTIONS 

y 2000 hydro 
y less. Harness
ng rain water 
till date no co
water as a reso
same to facilita

would be surpri
are among th

world 
ld 

urja 
shakti

dhan 
hakti

arch, 2015 

of labour in m
its active cont
er sectors.  

from natural re
a broad prospe
minister is givi
its counterpar
 : 

ynergizing Exc
d technology. H
h an inspiring 

to establish th
vest in educa

F HEAVY CH

stations in co
sing Water Re
and scientific m

ompany from 
ource. India is 
ate African fo
ised to know t

he top list of n

gyan 
shakti

jal 
shakti

Saroj Vats 
 

 
major African 

tributions in 

esources and 
ect of Indian 
ing slogan of 
rt in African 

cellence and 
Here wisdom 
force. In 16 

he education 
ation and its 

HEMICALS 

mpassion of 
sources with 
management 
all over the 
having huge 
r agriculture 
that some of 
natural water 



Business Potential in Arabian and African Countries 151 
 

 

Advances in Economics and Business Management (AEBM) 
Print ISSN: 2394-1545; Online ISSN: 2394-1553; Volume 2, Number 2; January-March, 2015 

 Indian companies can develop the hydro projects in these 
countries as the nearby countries are dependent on other 
countries for their water needs. Like Cambodia, Namibia, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic. Indian companies 
can develop the hydro projects in these countries  

Opportunities in Infrastructure 

 
 Railways are source of Fast, cheap and simple 

transportation of both goods and passengers. India can 
explore African countries with the same as Indian 
railways is having a golden record of 150 yeas and it has 
made even a train which is run with solar energy. Main 
Three major rail routes are, Broad Gauge , Meter Gauge 
and narrow gauge. Most of the African countries still 
fighting with the same so there is a huge opportunity lying 
in development of infrastructure. East African countries 
mainly Kenya, Tanzania and Madagascar are the 
countries where one has big investment opportunities.  

 Road construction- nearly 50% of the African countries 
are not having full road transportation as there are no 
roads. Even in the developed countries only the metros 
are developed but the rural area is still lagging behind so 
Indian construction companies are having huge 
opportunities to mint money through this.  

 Other infrastructure development- newly developing 
African countries are looking for good construction 
companies who can deploy their money in construction 
projects even bridges, dams, flyovers and many more. 
They prefer India as Chinese is not providing quality and 
European companies are quite expensive to bear the cost.  

Heavy chemical industries 

India is 3rd in the world for the production heavy 
chemicals. Soda ash is main product which is highly 
demanded by Europe and African countries. No doubt it is 
made through sea salt. But it is raw material for many 
other industries like cement, washing power and 
pharmaceuticals and so on. So Indian companies like Tata 
has already started a plant in African countries to produce 
soda ash. But there are upper African countries too which 
are waiting for to be planted. Shipping to African 
countries from india is  

 Solar Glass 
 Low Iron 
 Solar Energy 
 Solar Panels 
 Solar Thermal Heaters 

4. DHAN SHAKTI IN FORM OF MINERAL AND 
MINES 

Africa is pot for mines and minerals. Almost all the expensive 
metals and its mines are available in Africa. One has to just 
put a little effort to do this. Its richness is a cause of poverty 
too, what an irony? Africa was colonized by Britishers and 
French only due to its extra ordinary mines. Ghana, Ivory 
cosat, mali, maubize, salerra leone are hub for gold mines 
where as Botswana, south Africa, congo and Tanzania are hub 
for diamond mines it can easily brush up Indian business of 
gems and jewelers. The most expensive metal named platinum 
is also available in south Africa. Almost all the types of metals 
are available in African countries. As explained earlier in 
geographical graph of Africa. 

India is a country where the demand of gold is 2nd highest in 
the world. Indian companies can take these mines on lease and 
can produce gold. Wwe Indian do not only wear gold as 
ornaments but we use it for medicine purpose too. Infact the 
use of gold in beauty products is very ancient. 

5. JAN SHAKTI AS MARKET AND MAN POWER –  

To run all the projects one needs the man power known as jan 
shakti. The Dark Continent is the home to a billion people and 
in terms of land mass it is the second only to Asia. The 
continent's population exceeds that of US, India and four other 
nations. The continent is resource-rich and presents 
tremendous scope for growth. Population is not only source of 
4 m’s of Philp Kotler but it stands for market also. The young 
people would like to get fashioned and having a craze for 
west. There are other opportunities in Africa in which Indian 
businesses are uniquely placed to take advantage of given that 
they have dealt with them back home in India. Africa could 
emerge Indian market equivalent in pharmaceuticals, food & 
beverages and textiles.  

Food processing units at Africa may result in gold making as 
the big bare land of Africa can be used for plantation. Because 
the geographical conditions of Africa and India are almost 
same. Reknown companies like Dabur and Himalayas have 
taken acre and acres of land in African countries on lease. 
These companies are growing certain fruits, vegetables and 
ayurvedic medicines in these farms due to scarcity of land at 
home.  

Similarly the pharmaceutical sector in African countries 
registered a very fast. It is growing on average 39% for all the 
populated African countries like Angola, Kenya, Ghana, 
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Ethiopia, Benin and many more. In some of the countries it is 
reaching 42%.  

Telecommunications–Indians are stepping into infrastructure 
businesses. Wired phones & Internet connections are few. 
Although the continent has 600 million mobile phones, 
companies such as Bharti Airtel are driving in full thrust in the 
16 African countries they operate in. Tele-density in large 
parts of Africa is below 25% & there is a lack of landline 
telephones & mobile calling rates are incredibly high. 

Threat for India 

 
While we have given a $250 million line of credit to African 
countries. The Chinese have over $5 billion to spend and the 
fact of the matter is that money talks. China is making Africa a 
hub for completing its needs of export to Europe and USA 
with the everyday diminishing price list. 

China's Exim bank will put up 90% of the costs, with Kenya 
covering the remainder. What's more, a subsidiary of the 
Chinese Communications Construction Co has been named as 
the main contractor. As is the case with much of China's 
investments dealings across Africa, there was no obvious sign 
of what China would gain. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Doing business in Africa adds several capital benefits to the 
Indian Investment because India is second most trusted 
country in the world and Africa is latest destination. 
Government of India is taking immense interest in Africa 
Investment because India is second most trusted country in the 
world and Africa is biggest destination for raw material and 
for finished goods deployment. To leverage the business 
opportunities in Africa business, India has rapidly modernized 
the ongoing Investment in the country. Due to rising income 
and increasing purchasing power of the African people a steep 
surge has been evident in resource-extractive commodities, 
agricultural goods Other areas where India investment can 
easily rapid the growth of India and Africa in total. There is no 

sector of economy is left behind where Indian companies do 
not have opportunities.  
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